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With comprehensive 
academic programs 
and seven campuses 
along Florida’s 

southeast coastline, Florida 
Atlantic University has earned 
its reputation as a center of 
excellence in higher education. 
FAU is home to approximately 
26,000 students from the 
Treasure Coast through Broward 
County and the alma mater 
of more than 100,000 proud 
alumni worldwide.

As a meeting place designed 
for both traditional and 
nontraditional students, FAU 
offers more than 170 bachelor’s, 
master’s, specialist’s and 
doctoral degrees through its  
ten colleges.

“Regardless if you are an 
undergrad looking for the full 

university experience or a 
researcher seeking the next 
big discovery, FAU provides 
an environment that breeds 
success,” says Frank T. Brogan, 
FAU alumnus and president.

Building on its rich tradition 
as a teaching university, FAU 
continues to develop as an 
active research institution 
dedicated to seeding Florida’s 
economy with high-tech 
enterprise. Collaboration with 
organizations such as Scripps 
Research Institute and Torrey 
Pines Institute for Molecular 
Studies as well as it’s recent 
acquisition of Harbor Branch 
Oceanographic Institute offer 
FAU students and faculty 
unique research opportunities 
and access to leading-edge 
technology.
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active research institution 
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economy with high-tech 
enterprise. Collaboration with 
organizations such as Scripps 
Research Institute and Torrey 
Pines Institute for Molecular 
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acquisition of Harbor Branch 
Oceanographic Institute offer 
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unique research opportunities 
and access to leading-edge 
technology.

Just consider 
FAU’s numbers:
• �A world-class faculty boasting more than 1,000 

professors and instructors offers career expertise 
and personal attention to students

• ��Hundreds of student organizations, fraternities 
and sororities enrich life on and off campus

• �18 NCAA Division I athletic teams provide 
student-athletes with opportunities to excel in 
class and in sport

• �More than $100 million in financial aid each year 
for students

To learn more about FAU, visit www.fau.edu.
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Dr. Roy Levow was named Florida  
Atlantic University’s NCAA Faculty Athletics 
Representative by President Brogan in  
May 2007.

Levow’s efforts will blend nicely with  
his relationships as the past president of the 
University Faculty Senate, a position that saw 
him hold a seat on the Board of Trustees.

Levow is a professor and associate chair 
for Broward programs in the department of 

computer science and engineering at Florida Atlantic. He joined FAU in 1970  
with the charge of establishing the University’s first program in computer 
science housed in the mathematics department. He later transferred to 

the computer systems department and then joined the computer science 
department when it was formed.

He has served terms as chair of mathematics and computer science 
and engineering. Most recently, he was responsible for developing the 
undergraduate degree program in information engineering technology for 
students with an AS degree in computing technology.

Upon Levow’s arrival at FAU he became involved in faculty governance and has 
three times served as head of the university/faculty senate. He has also served 
the University in a variety of advisory roles on issues related to computing. 

Dr. Levow earned his bachelor’s and doctoral degrees in mathematics and 
applied mathematics, respectively, from the University of Pennsylvania. Prior 
to FAU he held positions in industry and at the University of Hawaii.

Dr. Roy Levow  NCAA Faculty Athletics Representative
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Laurence Bensimon 
(Swimming ‘87)

Keith Foley 
(Baseball ’83-’94)

Yolanda Griffith 
(Basketball ’92)

Whitney Kraft  
(Tennis ‘81’-83)

Noemi Lung 
(Swimming ’90-’92, 
’97-’00 Associate Coach)

Nikki Myers 
(Softball ’99-’02)

Steve Traylor 
(Baseball Head Coach  ’81-‘87)

Cecilie Lundgreen  
(Golf ’93-‘97)

Oliver Agh  
(Swimming ’95-’99)

Craig Buchanan  
(Basketball ’93-’97)

Kim Pruitt  
(Volleyball 95-’98)

Mike Ryan 
(Baseball ’82-’84)
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Frank T. Brogan  became the fifth 
president of Florida Atlantic University 
in March 2003. Previously, he was 
lieutenant governor of Florida, the 
state’s commissioner of education, 
superintendent of schools in Martin 
County, Florida, and a principal, 
assistant principal, dean and fifth-
grade teacher in Martin County  
public schools.

President Brogan and his twin brother, 
John, were born in Cincinnati, Ohio, the youngest of six children. The 
first member of his family to graduate from college, President Brogan 
received a bachelor’s degree in education magna cum laude from the 
University of Cincinnati in 1976. Two years later, he moved to Florida 
to teach at Port Salerno Elementary School on the Treasure Coast. He 
continued his education at FAU, earning a master’s degree in education 
in 1981. In rapid succession, he became dean of students at Indiantown 
Middle School, assistant principal and then principal at Murray Middle  
School, Martin County’s elected superintendent of schools, Florida’s 
commissioner of education (the youngest person ever to hold that 
office), and, in 1999, lieutenant governor on the Bush-Brogan ticket. He 
had just been elected to a second term as lieutenant governor when he 
decided to seek the presidency of his alma mater, FAU.

President Brogan, wife Courtney (left) and son Colby John 
(above) are frequent attendees at FAU athletic events.

Frank T. Brogan  PRESIDENT — FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY

become especially involved in the fight against cancer—a disease that 
claimed the life of his first wife, Mary. He has used his remarkable speaking 
ability to crusade in the fight against breast cancer, and he currently serves 
as statewide chairman of Florida’s Dialogue on Cancer. He has received a 
public service award from the Pioneers in Prostate Cancer.

President Brogan is currently serving on the NCAA Division I Board of 
Directors. He is also president of the Sun Belt Conference Executive 
Committee, which provides oversight for the conference through approval 
of conference-wide rules/ legislation, the conference office budget and 
tournament championship sites in addition to carrying out other duties.

President Brogan is married to Courtney S. Brogan, who has a law degree  
from Florida State University. They are the parents of Colby John Brogan, 
born in 2005.

President Brogan has been a champion of public education all his life.  
He considers his most important achievement as commissioner of 
education to have been building greater accountability into Florida’s 
public school system, and he is a strong advocate of accountability 
in higher education as well. His goals for FAU include supporting its 
continued growth as an important center of teaching, research and 
public service activities; increasing access to higher education across 
the University’s six-county service region; encouraging diversity in 
FAU’s student body, faculty and staff; supporting world-class research 
initiatives; fostering close, mutually supportive relationships with the 
communities the University serves; and making FAU an ever-stronger 
engine of economic development for South Florida.

In addition to championing education, President Brogan has served as 
a leader for other important causes. During the past few years, he has 



90

F
LO

R
ID

A
 A

T
LA

N
T

IC
 U

N
IV

E
R

S
IT

Y

FLORIDA ATLANTIC basketball  2008 .09 FLORIDA ATLANTIC basketball  2008 .09

91

Baseball Baseball a traditional power—was one win away from playing for the Conference 
Championship title in 2008. The Owls are one of the most accomplished young programs nationwide- 

qualifying for five NCAA Regionals, including a Super Regional berth in 2002. The 2008 squad 
faced tough competition, hosting No. 5 nationally ranked North Carolina, as well as defending 

BIG EAST champions Rutgers, No. 29 New Orleans and No. 1 Miami. On April 9, the Owls 
defeated the top-ranked ‘Canes 6-3 in Coral Gables to give FAU it’s first-ever Division I 

win over a No. 1 ranked team in any sport. FAU ranked in the top-10 nationally in runs 
per game and homers. The high-powered offense was paced by the 2008 Sun Belt 

Conference Player of the Year Mike McKenna. Named an All-American by Collegiate 
Baseball, McKenna was one of six FAU players selected in the 2008 Major League 

Baseball Draft.

Men’s Basketball continues to show improvement and will 
be led by new head coach Mike Jarvis in 2008-09. The Owls had an impressive 
mid-season stretch last season that included dramatic wins over Troy, Denver 
and New Orleans. Later in the year, FAU would host and defeat rival FIU in the 
first round of the Sun Belt conference tournament. The Owls are led by Carlos 
Monroe, who has been named a “mid-major” All-American and has scored over 
1,000 career points. Their young nucleus includes Paul Graham III and Carderro 
Nwoji, who both averaged double-digits in scoring.

Women’s Basketball continues to work hard in a Sun 
Belt conference that is well known for its tough women’s basketball teams. 
The Owls accomplished a couple of historical milestones in 2007-08. FAU 
picked up its first Sun Belt conference road win when the Owls defeated 
Louisiana-Lafayette in February. Later that month, the Owls defeated Florida 
International for the first time since 1996. FAU returns all of its starters from 
last year’s team in 2008-09 and is bringing in a well regarded recruiting class.

Men’s Cross Country finished its season at the NCAA 
South Regional. In their second Sun Belt campaign, the men finished ninth at 
the Conference Championships. The team’s finish, two spots better than last 
year’s, was validation of the huge improvement the men made over the course 
of the season. They used the spring to continue to challenge each other and 
will run several track meets as unattached runners.

Women’s Cross Country began the season ranked 
14th in the South Region, which marked the first time in the program’s 
history to receive such recognition. The Owls finished fifth at the Sun Belt 
Championships, despite losing four of the five top runners from the previous 
season. The team continued its training throughout the winter and spring and 
will compete in distance events as part of the track team.

Athletics Review

Indoor and Outdoor Track entered its second season in the Sun Belt 
Conference. The Owl women finished fifth in the Sun Belt indoor meet in February and would keep that 
momentum going into the outdoor season. Toyria Mattear became an automatic qualifier for the NCAA 
East Regional during the Florida Relays in the 400 meter hurdles. Fredericke Fiel would join her as a 
regional qualifier with a Sun Belt record time in the 3000 meter steeplechase at the Penn Relays. 

Craig Angelos was named Director of Athletics 
at Florida Atlantic University in July 2003, 
assuming oversight responsibility for the 
institution’s 17-team intercollegiate athletic 
programs. Since that time the total number 
of sports has grown to 18 and the department 
services more than 500 student-athletes. 

Angelos has moved at a rapid pace to take 
the program to new heights, by working 

with President Brogan, FAU students and staff. His philosophy for running 
a successful intercollegiate athletic program is built on four fundamental 
principles: institutional control, academic excellence, fiscal integrity and 
winning championships. He immediately led the young athletic department 
through an entrance into the Sun Belt Conference (one of the 11 1-A 
conferences), developed a plan and led the institution’s transition from NCAA 
Div. I-AA to I-A with an additional 23 football scholarships. Angelos has since 
witnessed the football program grow to the point of having its first home 
sellout, a conference championship, bowl berth and victory, all during the 
2007 season. Along the way, television coverage of the burgeoning football 
program has been a key element of growth. Contracts have been in place 
since 2004 that has seen ESPN and Fox Sports become regulars at both home 
and away football contests as well as a strong relationship with CSS. The 
department also became the fourth university in the state of Florida to have 
an all-sports apparel deal with Nike, joining Florida State, Florida and Miami. 
In 2005-06 the bar of success was raised with seven of the 10 sponsored FAU 
sports advancing to postseason play. In all, FAU captured five conference 
women’s championships and was one of just eight schools nationally to capture 
five or more women’s championships. His leadership in 2006-07 saw the 
Owls flourish in the department’s first full-season in the Sun Belt Conference 
and the Atlantic Soccer Conference. During Angelos’ tenure, the Owls have 
captured 14 conference titles and FAU has been represented in postseason 
competition 18 times. Four individuals earned All-America status while three 
earned Academic All-America honors. The department’s commitment to a 
holistic approach to student athlete excellence shows with more than 35% of 
the student-athletes maintaining a 3.0 GPA and with the National Consortium 
for Academics and Sports honoring FAU as an Academics and Sports Outreach 
and Community Service Program Honor Roll member in 2005. This was made 
possible in part due to the creation of a Champs/Lifeskills program that 
assists the student-athletes development in the areas of academic and athletic 
excellence, personal and career development and community service. Involved 
in university projects as well, Angelos initiated the University’s brand identity 
campaign in 2005 which has now become a revenue stream for both the 
University and athletics.

Perhaps, most significantly, under Angelos’ leadership the department has 
been able to develop a balanced budget plan and has witnessed a steady rise 
in community involvement and donor commitment providing more scholarship 
dollars each year. His complete renovation of fundraising measures has resulted 
in major gift increases of nearly 700% since 2003. This past academic year 
major gifts increased 33%, the Owl Club fund increased 100% and special event 
revenue increased 36%. Angelos’ efforts to market the teams, build a fan base 
and showcase the University on national television have greatly enhanced the 
overall image of the athletics program. 

He has continued to develop a close administrative and head coaching staff 
with 50% of the administrative staff coming on board since 2003 and eight 
head coaches being selected by Angelos. One of his most high profile searches 
culminated in the 2005 when Matt Doherty, former Notre Dame and North 
Carolina head coach was hired returning the former National Coach of the Year 
to the college ranks. In just one season, men’s basketball revenues tripled and 
attendance more than doubled. His most recent hire, Mike Jarvis, former head 

coach at Boston University, George Washington and St. John’s, assumed the 
helm of the basketball program in the spring, with the knowledge that a return 
trip to the NCAA tournament is imminent. Basketball attendance has continued 
to climb while baseball took a major step forward with a season opening record 
crowd, which was surpassed mid-season with a standing room only attendance. 

Almost immediately after his arrival at FAU, Angelos initiated a facilities 
master plan of all athletic facilities. His plan’s implementation began in the 
fall of 2006 with a new $4.5 million track and field complex that opened in the 
spring of 2007 and has now hosted two spring games and the University’s first 
track meet. In the fall of 2008 the volleyball and basketball teams returned 
to a re-opened arena after a $10 million renovation that included complete 
upgrades, including new locker rooms. Perhaps the gem of the facility projects 
includes a plan Angelos brought to the table as an “Innovation Village” that 
has been approved by the Board of Trustees. “Innovation Village” will include a 
30,000-seat football stadium, 2,500 new bed spaces in student housing, retail 
and parking facilities which will benefit the entire University as it continues to 
strive to be a more traditional campus and first choice university.

Prior to coming to FAU, he was the deputy director of athletics and chief 
operating officer at Indiana University. While there, he supervised many 
aspects of the athletic department including the football program and was 
instrumental in negotiating a Nike contract for 23 of its 24 sports. Previously, 
he was at the University of Miami (FL) for eight years, serving in a variety of 
positions but primarily as the second in command under UM’s athletics director 
Paul Dee. Prior to Miami, he spent three years at the NCAA as a legislative 
assistant interpreting the association’s rules and regulations. He has served as 
an intercollegiate athletics administrator for nearly 17 years. 

A graduate of the Creighton University School of Law in Omaha, NE, Angelos 
worked for a short time in a mid-size litigation firm in Los Angelos, CA. 
However, he ultimately decided to combine his legal background and his love 
for athletics and gravitated towards a career in intercollegiate athletics. During 
his undergraduate years at Brigham Young University in Provo, UT, Angelos was 
the starting first baseman on the varsity squad. He later played for one year in 
the Italian professional baseball league in Buttrio, Italy. 

The 46-year-old Angelos and his wife, Kristin, have been married for 23 years. 
The couple has six children Alayna (19), Alexis (16), Abigail (13), Austin (11), 
Aaron (8) and Alivia (5). 

Craig Angelos Director of Athletics
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ARENA RECORDS

Men’s Tennis was ranked in the 
top-100 throughout the course of the year. A 
narrow loss to Denver cost the Owls the chance 
to compete in the Sun Belt championship match, 
they would go on to finish third. Olivier Sajous 
was named All-Conference after going a combined 
16-5 in the number one and two singles.

Women’s Tennis faced top-25 
teams in USF and Miami. The Owls defeated 
George Washington, Towson, and Columbia during 
the regular season and participated in the Sun 

Belt Conference Tournament. Most 
of the letterwinners from last 
year’s team will return in 2009.

Volleyball returns 
all nine letterwinners 

for the 2008 
season. The FAU 

career assists 
leader, Casey 
LaRocca, will 

return for her 
senior season and try and 

build on her 3,546 assists. 
Fellow senior, Katie Arvidson 

will continue to build on an 
outstanding career as the Owls 
get ready for their third season 
in the Sun Belt Conference in 
the fall, their first full season 
in the newly renovated  
FAU Arena.

 
 

WoMen’s Soccer has participated in nine-consecutive 
conference soccer championships and worked through a rash of injuries in 
‘07. The squad fell to eventual conference tournament champion Denver in 
overtime in the Sun Belt Conference Championship. The Owls will use the 
spring to build the experience of the returners after losing the bulk of their 
offense to graduation. 

Softball finished second in 
the Sun Belt conference in the regular 
season. The team hosted six tournaments 
in February and March and faced tough 
opponents such as South Carolina, 

Michigan, and Illinois. The Owls traveled to 
the Palm Springs Softball Classic in the 
middle of that stretch and faced Pac-10 
foes Stanford and Oregon State, along with 
Hawaii and Pacific, and the U.S. Olympic 
Team. The Owls highlight of that tournament 
was a 3-0 win over LSU. FAU was a young 
team in 2008, and all but two starters will 
return for 2009, including pitchers Amber 

Barton and Rose Gressley.

 
 
Men’s Swimming & 
Diving faced some tough competition 
when they competed in the Georgia Tech Invite, 
as well as in meets against the University 
of Miami, Florida State and the University 
of Florida in preparation for the Sun Belt 

Conference Tournament, where the Owls 
finished fifth. Several freshman gained 

experience and will hope to improve on 
that finish next season.

Women’s Swimming 
& Diving fell just short of 

winning its third straight conference 
title, finishing second at the Sun 

Belt conference championships 
last winter. Senior Lauren 
Shue won the 1650 yard 
freestyle event and 
Bianca Murphy raced 
away with the 100 yard 
freestyle. Samantha 
Schlachterman was 
named Sun Belt Diver 
of the year. She along 
with Lauren Harvath 
and Lisa Thompson 
each competed in 

the NCAA Zone Diving 
Championships.
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Cheer performed at every game and saw their efforts flourish as the attendance at 
football games grew. The cheer squad helped to play host to the no. 6 ranked USF football team 
and a sell-out Lockhart Stadium crowd, a game that was also nationally televised. The team also 
traveled to Florida where they worked to create a spirited atmosphere as the visitors in a 90,000 
plus seat stadium. Along the way, the team finished with a ninth-place video spot, five spots 
higher than its 2006-07 finish and the highest among Florida universities.

Football will look to defend the program’s first 
Sun Belt Conference Championship with the same effort 
it put into preparing for the 2007 season. FAU will use 
the 2008 season to reach higher after becoming just the 
fourth school in the history of the Sun Belt to capture the 
crown and represent the league at the New Orleans Bowl. 
FAU also became the fastest start-up program to not only 
receive an invitation to a Bowl game, but prove victorious. 
Along the way, eight Owls earned all-league honors, all but 
one are scheduled to return this year. Tavious Polo earned 
Freshman All-America honors by the Football Writers 
Association. FAU will also enjoy the next two years as the 
program begins preparation for the development of an 
on-campus stadium. 
 

Dance delights the fans who attend 
both the football and basketball games. 
The squad also joined the cheer team at 
the 2007 New Orleans Bowl where they 
performed for the Owl faithful and in some 
cases for those seeing the team for the first 
time in a nationally televised game.

 
 

Men’s Golf continues 
to compete hard under third-year 
head coach Angelo Sands. The 
Owls finished 12th in the Sun Belt 
Conference Championship and faced 
competitive competition throughout the 
year, facing teams such as Ohio State and 
Connecticut. FAU was able to defeat the 
Huskies back in February at Bear Lakes 
Country Club. 

Women’s Golf finished 
six among all conference teams at 
the 2008 Sun Belt conference 
championship. Kim D’Andrea 
placed the highest among the 
Owl golfers at the event, 
finishing tied for 11th. 
Praewnapa Phol-
Uayporn and June 
Bolme were named 
to the All-Conference 
team. Phol-Uayporn 
was also named Sun 
Belt golfer of the month in March 
after winning two tournaments and placing 
in the top-ten in the other two tournaments 
that month. 

Men’s Soccer captured the 
program’s first conference championship in 
2007 in the Atlantic Soccer Conference after 
perennially challenging for the league title. 
This spring the Owls participated in a spring 
season that included match-ups against Veijle 
FC from the Danish first division and MLS 
opponents Real Salt Lake and the Colorado 
Rapids. The squad will return nearly every 
player on the championship squad including 
Phillip Lamarre who started each game in 
net, and leading goal-scorers Liam Ogle, Igor 
Santos and Shire Standnes.
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Keva Anderson-Konsker
Academic Counselor

Shallene Joseph
Academic Counselor

Chris Howlett
Academic Counselor

Randy Kalman
Associate Director of Center for 
Academic Excellence

Florida Atlantic University is committed to each student-athlete as a  
total person. Participation in athletics is important, but it represents only 
one aspect of a student-athlete’s college experience. Student-athletes at 
Florida Atlantic University have the opportunity to participate in one of 
the top athletic programs in the country. More importantly, they have the 
opportunity to earn a degree from an outstanding academic institution, 
one that will provide them with the necessary skills and experiences to find 
success and fulfillment well beyond college.

The University’s commitment to the student-athlete is a dual one. 
Participation in the athletic arena is not viewed as an obstacle to the 
attainment of one’s educational goals, rather it is seen as a complementary 

activity. Each supports the other. Athletic  
excellence is stressed, but academic achievement is 
never compromised.

The University realizes that student-athletes are 
required to commit a large percentage of their 
personal time to University-sponsored athletic 
activities. For this reason, the University recognizes 
the need for a support program for its intercollegiate 
athletes. The Student-Athlete Center for Academic 
Excellence is designed to assist all student-athletes 
in achieving their educational goals. 

Academic counselors work collaboratively with 
faculty and campus advising centers to ensure 
that student-athletes are taking the appropriate 
classes and making progress toward their degrees. 
Counselors also work with students on a variety of 
learning enhancement activities, including study 
skills and time management strategies. In addition 
to individualized counseling, a comprehensive 
tutorial program is also available to student-athletes 
through the Academic Center. Tutors come highly 
recommended by faculty and they are generally 
available to work with students in all subject areas.

The Student-Athlete Center for Academic Excellence also coordinates 
community outreach and “life skills” activities for FAU student-athletes. 
FAU takes considerable pride in the accomplishments of our student-
athletes in the community. In fact, the FAU Athletic Department was 
recognized recently by the National Consortium of Academics and Sport  
as one of the top universities in the country for commitment to  
community service. 

Center for Academic Excellence

2007 Winter Semester Graduates

Dr. Michelle Domas Brown was named the 
director for the Student-Athlete Center for 
Academic Excellence in 2005.

Brown, who reports to the Dean for 
Undergraduate Studies, oversees the student 
athlete center for academic excellence, serves 
as a liaison between the athletic and academic 
communities at FAU and is responsible for 
coordinating the NCAA’s Academic Progress Rate 

(APR) initiatives. Her primary objective is to ensure that student-athletes have 
the resources and support structure in place to reach their educational goals.

Brown has been at FAU since 1997. Before taking her position with the 
SACAE in October 2002, she was an assistant director for Freshman Programs. 
Throughout her tenure at FAU, she has worked with students in many 
capacities focusing on their personal development and academic success.

The balance between academics and athletics has been a very important part 
of Brown’s life.

Brown earned a full athletic scholarship in volleyball at West Virginia 
University. She had a successful athletic career, earning several awards, 
including GTE Region-2 All-Conference Academic First Team and the Atlantic-10 
All-Conference First Team. Brown continues to hold individual WVU records in 
career digs and service aces. She graduated with honors in four years with a 
bachelor of arts in international studies and foreign languages.

Having earned the Atlantic-10 Post Graduate Scholarship and a graduate 
teaching position, she continued her education by earning a master of arts in 
foreign language from West Virginia University. In 1995, Brown married Jody 
Brown and returned to Boca Raton where her husband became FAU’s head 
volleyball coach. While working full-time at FAU, she earned her doctorate in 
education in educational leadership, higher education administration.

Dr. Brown and Jody have one son, Kaja (4).

Michelle Brown, Ed.D.  �Associate Athletics Director/Director of 
the Center for Academic Excellence
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Owls in the Community

Community Service

FAU’s student-athletes, coaches and 

administrators show a commitment to service 

as they are involved in a wide range of 

community outreach activities throughout 

the year. FAU believes in the importance of 

interaction between the student-athletes and 

the community and strives to uphold a broad 

based program of service to the greater South 

Florida region. This comprehensive community 

outreach program helps the student-athletes 

develop an appreciation for a life-long 

commitment to volunteerism. 

Champs/Life Skills Program
Florida Atlantic’s 
CHAMPS/Life Skills 
Program made a 
transition in 2006-07 
from a program that was 
administered through 
the Center for Academic 
Excellence to one that is 
embraced by the entire 
athletics department.

The Student-Athlete 
Center for Academic 
Excellence offers a variety 

of personal development programs for student-athletes. In recent years, FAU’s 
personal development programming has been conducted through a series of 
workshops designed to help students not only make a successful transition 
to college life, but also to prepare them for success beyond FAU once they 
graduate. Recent workshops have focused on time management, study skills, 
drug and alcohol awareness, gambling, financial planning, sport psychology, 
health and wellness topics and better interview techniques. 

FAU’s Life Skills program also includes the First Year Experience course (SLS 
1501) to help students with the transition from high school to college. 
Incoming student-athletes enroll in the SLS 1503 course with students 
throughout the University. Topics covered include time management, freshmen 
transitional issues, drug and alcohol education, and diversity. Students’ 
involvement with this class has had a positive impact on their academic 
performance and helps them build a community.

Student-Athlete Advisory  
Council (SAAC)

Each athletic team at FAU has at 
least one representative on the 
Student-Athlete Advisory Council 
(SAAC), a leadership and service 
organization that exists for the 
betterment of the student-athlete experience. SAAC meetings provide 
students with a vehicle to express any concerns they may have a with 
existing practices and to offer suggestions for improvements in the 
future. The SAAC also organizes a wide variety of community outreach 
activities each semester. Senior baseball player Chris Eberhardt served 
as president of FAU’s SAAC in a year that saw SAAC participate in several 
outreach events including a fundraiser for the American Cancer Society. 
SAAC organized a holiday party and donated gifts to a community 
of underprivileged youth, worked a YMCA haunted house and visited 
several local elementary schools. In 2008-09 Adam Epstein (swimming) 
will serve as the SAAC president, Krystena Castro (volleyball) as the vice 
president. The 2008-09 treasure is Praewnapa Phol-Uayporn while the 
meeting secretary and media secretary are Brittany Comer and Jessica 
Badders, both from women’s soccer.

Career Development

Florida Atlantic is located in the third best real estate market in the U.S. 
Boca Raton’s miles of sandy coastline and direct flights into every major city 
in the U.S. has attracted multiple Fortune 500 businesses and there is nearly 
5.4 million square feet of prime office space. Simply said, students athletes 
are afforded the opportunity to be teamed with some of the best mentors 
in the country. FAU’s mentor program is designed to match FAU student 
athletes with business people in the greater South Florida community with 
similar fields of interest. Mentors become off-campus advisors to students, 
able to introduce students who are well schooled in theory to the real 
and practical world of business. The program is also a fine opportunity for 
students to make friends in the business community and receive advice and 
help from successful people.
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Brian McNeely
Associate AD

Brian McNeely joined the staff at Florida Atlantic 
University in the winter of 2007 as an Associate 
Athletics Director, a position that works hand-in-
hand with Athletics Director Craig Angelos as well 
as each the FAU administrative team members.

McNeely brought nearly 30 years of college athletic 
experience to a program that has been competing 
in baseball for less than 30 years basketball for less 
than 20 seasons and football for just eight.

His broad based experience as a collegiate football coach and as a president/
CEO and founder of two corporations, will serve the department well as it 
continues to grow and strive for new successes.

McNeely began his coaching career at Butler County Community College in 
1978-1979 as an assistant coach and as a head coach from 1982-84. He has 
also coached at Pratt Community College (1981), University of Kansas (1985), 
Garden City Community College where he served as the head Football Coach 
and Assistant Dean of Admissions from 1986-1991. McNeely then roamed the 
sidelines as Idaho State University’s Head Coach from 1992-1996. McNeely 
then moved from an educational environment to non-for profit when he began 
fundraising and served as the director for Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
(1998-99). He returned to college athletics on a fulltime basis in 2000 when 
he served as the University of Colorado’s Director of Football Operations/ 
Recruiting. McNeely delved back into coaching at Indiana University where he 
served as the Assistant Head Football Coach and Recruiting Coordinator from 
2002-2004.

Seeing a communication and research need for college recruiters, McNeely 
founded and serves as the CEO of a Sports Management company. He also serves 
as the President and Founder of Global Refuge International, an organization 
that provides international relief and developmental organization for acute 
medical care around the world. Two of his three children currently work for GRI.

McNeely has been married for 29 years and has three children (Shaunessy, Jaden 
and LoriAnne).

Terry Mohajir 
Associate AD, External Relations

Terry Mohajir was named Florida Atlantic  
University’s Associate Athletics Director for 
Development in December 2004, and assumed 
new responsibilities in December of 2006 as the 
Associate AD for External Relations. The added 
responsibilities of overseeing development, 
marketing, ticket sales, corporate sales and the 
media relations department are both a compliment 
to his ability to raise unrestricted dollars necessary 

to balance the athletic department’s budget and the need to centralize efforts. 

Since coming to Florida Atlantic he has been heavily involved in creating a 
comprehensive fundraising program with a focus on major gifts, the annual  
fund and special events. Since Mohajir arrived, the department has enhanced 
the major gift program 800 percent, and has increased Owl Club giving 400 
percent. In addition, the special events revenues have increased 150 percent. 
He also coordinates all fundraising efforts for the proposed new $65 million 
on-campus football stadium.

Mohajir joined the staff after serving in a similar role at the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City from 1997-2004. As the assistant athletics director for 
external relations at UMKC, Mohajir oversaw all marketing and promotions, 
sports information, fundraising, radio and TV contracts, corporate sales, tickets 
and event operations. While at UMKC, Mohajir was responsible for a 450 percent 
increase in the educational athletics endowment. He oversaw and 80 percent 
increas4e in sponsorships and an 89 percent upswing in the athletics fund 
donor base. There was also a 33 percent increase in ticket revenue under  
his direction. One of his more visible accomplishments was leading the 
fundraising and construction efforts for a new training room and strength and 
conditioning center. 

Prior to working at UMKC, Mohajir was a football ticket sales and promotions 
account executive for the University of Kansas from 1996-97, and was an 
assistant offensive line and game-day special team’s football coach for the 
Jayhawks from 1993-96. Mohajir graduated from Arkansas State with a major in 
sports management and a minor in marketing in 1993, where he was a starter 
on the football team. He earned a master’s degree in sports management from 
the University of Kansas in 1997.

Mohajir and his wife, Julie, have two daughters, Maria (7) and Molly (5) and an 
infant son Marco.

Dexter LaMont
Assistant Athletic Director of Marketing, 
Licensing and New Business Development

Dexter LaMont was hired as director of marketing 
for Florida Atlantic University in July of 2002, and 
assumed new responsibilities in February 2005. As 
the Assistant Athletic Director, he is involved in 
all phrases of the athletics department including 
overseeing key revenue external constituencies, 
the university licensing program, corporate sales, 
radio and television broadcast, ticket sales and all 

marketing/promotions. His external role has also been extended as a member of 
the development team with a focus on major gifts and the annual fund.

Prior to joining FAU, LaMont served two years as the director of women’s 
marketing and promotions at Oklahoma State University. His duties included the 
marketing management of all Cowgirl athletics, including game operations and 
public and community relations.

Prior to his appointment at OSU, LaMont was a marketing assistant at Florida 
State University for two years. His primary responsibilities included marketing 
management for volleyball, softball, and all other Seminoles Olympic sports. He 
also assisted in a similar capacity with football and women’s basketball.

LaMont graduated from Florida State University in 1998, and is married to the 
former Shannon Edwards.

Katrina McCormack
Assistant AD, Director of Media Relations

Katrina McCormack came to Florida Atlantic 
University in July of 1991 with the responsibility 
of a one person NCAA Division II department that 
handled all media relations activity for 14 sports. 
Since that time, FAU has moved to Division I, joined 
the Atlantic Sun conference, set in motion a move 
to the Sun Belt Conference, and has added four 
additional sports. 

The Media Relations Office has also grown to encompass two other full-time 
staff members and two interns. While McCormack primarily works with football, 
she also writes for several on-campus magazines, oversees the implementation 
of the website, broadcast outlets and day-to-day functions of the department. 

She has enjoyed working NCAA Championship events for volleyball, softball, 
baseball, the national men’s soccer championship, women’s basketball, men’s 
basketball, including the round of 16, and most recently served as media 
coordinator for the Division I-AA Football Semi-Final Championship. McCormack 
also spent the summer of 1996 working at the Olympics. 

Prior to coming to FAU, the Florida native, worked two years as the Sports 
Information Director for the Sunshine State Conference. Her first year working 
in the field of sports information was as a graduate assistant at Austin Peay 
State University, fulfilling a one-year mentorship requirement by the United 
States Sports Academy, where she obtained a master’s degree. 

McCormack’s undergraduate work was at Florida Southern College, where she was 
a member of a nationally ranked softball team, a team that appeared in three 
NCAA Regionals and one World Series during her four-year tenure. She graduated 
in 1988 with a degree in communications. 

McCormack resides in Boca Raton with her husband John and sons Conor  
and Shane.

Athletic Department Administration

Michael Boele
Associate AD, Business Operations

Michael Boele was hired at Florida Atlantic in 
October of 2007 as an associate AD of Business 
Operations. She is responsible for overseeing and 
managing the FAU budget.

Boele arrived at FAU from the University of North 
Florida, where she was named the first business 
manager in UNF history in August of 2001. Along 
with handling and managing North Florida’s 

budget, she was responsible for a number of initiatives that furthered 
the athletic program. She was part of the reclassification team that was 
responsible for implementing UNF’s strategic plan to move to Division I. She 
also led the initiative and supervised the process of changing the school’s 
logo, and initiated budget reform which allowed the athletic department to 
increase their revenue. 

Prior to her work at North Florida, Boele worked in sports and athletics at a 
number of different places. She was named athletic ticket manager at Drake 
University in 1998, two years later she was promoted to business manager. 
While she was there, she coordinated ticket sales for the women’s basketball 
team’s trip to the NCAA tournament in 2000 and 2001.  She also worked 
in ticket sales as well as media relations for the former Orlando Wahoos of 
the National Pro Fastpitch League of softball in 1997. She began her career 
in media relations, as an intern for Florida Citrus Sports and the Chicago 
White Sox during spring training. Along with that, she volunteered in media 
relations for the World Cup and Olympic Soccer Trials.

A native of Chicago, IL, Boele received her bachelor’s degree in exercise 
sports science with a specialty in sports management from the University of 
Florida in 1995.

Melissa Dawson
Associate AD, Senior Woman Administrator

Melissa Dawson became Florida Atlantic 
University’s Associate Athletic Director and 
Senior Women’s Administrator June 1, 2001. She 
is the University’s first person to hold the SWA 
position, in a full-time capacity, demonstrating 
the University’s commitment both to growth and 
to the development of women’s sports.

Since coming to Florida Atlantic, Dawson has 
placed her fingerprints on the quality of game operations. Included in her 
overall plan to improve facilities was the recent addition of a track complex 
and brought the arena back on-line after a complete renovation. She also 
works hand-in-hand with the training and equipment rooms to encompass 
the needs of the entire athletic department. She supervises several 
individual teams and spearheads the department’s efforts to assure the 
equity and student welfare of the entire department, many times taking the 
lead from the SAAC committee, which she sponsors.

Dawson came to FAU from Florida State University. While the title of SWA 
was new for her, the inner working of college athletics is not. The Inverness, 
FL native held various positions at FSU during her 12-year tenure. She began 
as an equipment manager for the Seminoles and continued her career in an 
administrative role, primarily working with women’s volleyball, basketball  
and softball. 

She graduated in April of 1992, from Florida State, with a bachelor of 
science in physical education.

The following fall, Dawson’s title changed once again to Assistant Home 
Event Manager, a position that provided her the opportunity to coordinate 
all invitationals, conference championship and NCAA tournaments hosted  
by FSU.

She was again promoted in August of 1993 to Assistant Director of Athletic 
Facilities and Operations, a position she held until her departure from FSU 
for FAU. As FSU’s Assistant Director of Facilities, Dawson directly supervised 
the daily operations of volleyball, soccer and softball and assisted in the 
daily game operations for tennis and swimming. She also served as the 
manager for eight athletic facilities was the liaison between FSU and Nike 
and supervised an equipment staff of five, all while earning a master of 
science in athletic administration in April of 1996.

She has served as the tournament director or assistant tournament director 
for ACC Championships, NCAA Regional Championships, a 24-team softball 
tournament and the 1996 NCAA Division I Women’s Tennis Championship.

Ed Hayward
Associate AD, Director of Compliance

Ed Hayward came to FAU in March 1996, with the 
daunting task of establishing a strong compliance 
office while preparing and guiding the University 
through the NCAA Self Study. He accomplished task 
one and has proved invaluable as both a certification 
officer and as an ear for coaches, players and 
administrators, especially in problem resolution.

Hayward was rewarded in the winter of 1999 with a 
promotion to Associate AD at which time he assumed the responsibility of 
overseeing several sports. 

Hayward came to FAU after serving as Florida International University’s 
Compliance Retention and Academic Support Athletic Coordinator from 
January 1992 to February 1996. 

While at FIU, he was directly responsible for the academic support of 240 
student-athletes, evaluation of incoming transcripts, intervention and 
retention group for at-risk students, the academic study hall program and 
interpretation of NCAA bylaws and rules.

Hayward, who received his masters of science in sports administration 
in December of 1991 from St. Thomas University, came to Florida from 
Tennessee Technological University where he served as Admissions Counselor 
for the University’s Office of Admissions from 1988 to 1990.

While at Tennessee Tech, he was responsible for gathering academic profiles 
of recently admitted students, the presentations to prospective students  
and their parents, community college and high school visits, and evaluation 
of transcripts.

Hayward, who received his B.A. with an emphasis in journalism in 1988 
from Tennessee Tech University, became involved with the support and 
advisement of Foot Fraternity Inc (football) while working at Tech and 
continued his community support upon becoming a resident of Miami.  
He was a four-year letterman for the Golden Eagles (’83-’85, ’97) and  
in the program’s extended history is one of seven to rush for 1,000 yards 
(1,021 ’85).

He has been a road race coordinator for the Miami Runners Club and has 
served on the board of directors. Hayward also volunteers for Boys Town of 
Florida, Miami division, and was a football coach for the North Miami Parks’ 
Recreation Department.

Hayward resides in Miami with his wife, Lisa, and three children, Christian 
(12), Myles  (9) and Virginia Brya (5).
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Dr. David Westerdahl, M.D.  Team Physician

Dr. David Westerdahl, M.D. joined Florida Atlantic 
University in the fall of 2005 as part of the FAU 
partnership with the Cleveland Clinic.

Dr. Westerdahl specializes in sports medicine including 
non-surgical orthopedics, sports injuries, exercise related 
medical disorders, and neck and back pain.

He received his undergraduate degree from Washington 
State University in 1996 and earned his doctorate from 
Loma Linda University in 2000. 

Dr. Westerdahl completed his fellowship with the 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation and his family practice 
residency with the Florida Hospital in Orlando, FL. 

He holds medical licensure in Florida, Oregon and Ohio. 
He belongs to the American Medical Society of Sports 
Medicine, American College of Sports Medicine, American 
Association of Family Practice and the Florida Academy 
Family Practice. 

Dr. Gregory J. Gilot, M.D.  Team Physician

Gregory J. Gilot, M.D. joined Florida Atlantic University 
in 2006 as a team orthopedic surgeon. He specializes 
in shoulder repair and replacement, including disorders 
of the rotator cuff, shoulder instability, degenerative 
and inflammatory arthritis of the shoulder, and revision 
shoulder surgery. In addition, Dr. Gilot is highly skilled 
in anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) reconstruction, knee 
arthroscopy, and the treatment of traumatic injuries to 
the knee.

Dr. Gilot double majored in biology and psychology at 
Duquesne University in Pittsburgh before earning his 

medical degree at Pennsylvania State University. He 
completed his orthopedic residency at Louisiana State 
University in New Orleans, followed by an adult shoulder 
fellowship at University of  Texas, San Antonio. Dr. Gilot 
is a member of several professional societies, including 
the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons, the 
Florida Orthopedic Society and the American Medical 
Association.  

Cleveland Clinic Florida

At Cleveland 
Clinic Florida 
everything’s 
included — even 
the doctors.  
Cleveland Clinic 
is South Florida’s 
only complete 
medical campus 
offering 
comprehensive 

medical services 
from evaluation and diagnosis through hospitalization and follow-up care, 
all in a single convenient South Florida location - an easy 38 minute 
(or less) drive from any FAU campus in South Palm Beach or Broward 
counties.  With more than 100 in-house doctors, representing over 35 
medical specialties, we keep everything you need for your healthcare in one 
place:  your medical records, your doctors, and you.  We call it “connected 

healthcare.” Our multi-disciplinary team approach and physician interaction 
allows us to provide the highest quality of care.  So end the medical 
runaround.  When you need specialty care, connect with Cleveland Clinic 
Florida.  From discovery to recovery, it all happens here.

Cleveland Clinic Florida is proud to serve as the official sports medicine 
team of the FAU Owls.  Whether you have a sports injury, a complex medical 
problem, or need a second opinion, Cleveland Clinic Florida offers specialty 
treatments and services found in very few healthcare facilities, anywhere - 
minimally invasive surgery, robotic surgery, spine and failed back surgery, 
sports medicine with unique therapy equipment, cardiac surgery and much 
more - performed by some of the leading doctors in South Florida.  

Experience connected healthcare.  Connect with Cleveland Clinic Florida. 

Medical Staff

John Burnside joined Florida Atlantic Uni-
versity’s athletic training staff in March of 
2006 from McNeese State University where 
he was an assistant athletic trainer. Prior 
to that he spent a season with NFL Europe 
working for the Cologne Centurines as an 
assistant athletic trainer. Prior to heading 
overseas, he served as a seasonal intern 
for the Carolina Panthers from July 2004 
through January 2005.

Coming to FAU marks his return to the col-
lege ranks but, his first without dual responsibility of academics and work. 
Burnside served as a graduate assistant at LSU from June 2002 through 
June 2004, which included the Tigers National Championship season. He 
was also responsible for both men’s and women’s track and field, which also 
captured a national title.

Prior to LSU, Burnside served as a student-athletic trainer at UCF and was 
involved with the 2002 Gridiron Classic.

Burnside obtained his master’s degree from LSU in the spring of 2004 with 
an emphasis in exercise physiology. He earned an undergraduate degree in 
athletic training from UCF in 2002. The South Florida native holds certifica-
tion with the NATA, the America Heart Association and the National Society 
of College Scholars.

John Burnside Head Trainer
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Matthew Pleskovic was named 
Florida Atlantic University’s Head 
Strength Coach in the summer of 
2008 after two years as an assistant.

Pleskovic came to FAU in February of 
2006 as the assistant strength and 
conditioning coach. His mid-year 
induction to the staff was flawless 
after rejoining former co-worker 
Tony Smith, FAU’s former head 
strength and conditioning coach. 

Pleskovic came to FAU from Gardner-
Webb where he had served as the 
head strength coach since 2004 and 
oversaw 20 teams. While at Gardner-
Webb, Pleskovic had many  
successful teams including  
the 2005 Atlantic Sun’s Men’s  
Basketball regular-season champions 
and the 2006 Atlantic Sun’s Men’s 
Track Championship team. Prior to 
GWU, Pleskovic served as a graduate 
assistant at the University of Missis-
sippi where he worked with football, 
baseball, and men’s and woman’s  

golf teams. The football team was 
the 2002 Independence Bowl cham-
pions, 2003 Southeastern Confer-
ence’s West Champs and the 2004 
Cotton Bowl Classic Champions. The 
baseball team was 2004 Regional 
hosts and in 2003 made a  
regional appearance. 

He gained experience with 
professional athletes through an 
internship with the Lexington 
Legends, a Houston Astros affiliate. 
He also held an internship with the 
Nutter Football Training Facility 
while at the University of Kentucky 
and worked at the UK fitness facility. 

Pleskovic earned his undergraduate 
degree from the University of Ken-
tucky, where he played football from 
1999-2001, in Kinesiology/Exercise 
Science in 2002. The Sagamore Hills, 
Ohio native holds certifications as 
a strength and conditioning coach 
(SCCC), strength and conditioning 
specialist (CSCS) from the National 
Strength and Conditioning Associa-
tion (NSCA) and the college strength 
and condition association (CSCC). He 
has also received certification from 
the American Red Cross in CPR, First 
aid and AED. 

MATT PLESKOVIC  �Head sTRENGTH AND  
CONDITIONING COACH

Michael Short joined FAU Football in the fall of 2000 and was 
instrumental in the purchase of all equipment and the layout of 
the Tom Oxley Center’s Equipment Room. Just four years later, 
Short was recognized by his peers as the South Region Equipment 
Manager of the Year.

Short first met Coach Schnellenberger after he transferred from 
the University of Georgia and became a student manager at the 

University of Miami, where Schnellenberger was coaching.

Short’s 23-year relationship with UM (1977-2000) saw him develop professionally from a 
student manager to the university’s equipment manager, a position he held from 1987 to 
2000. He is one of a handful who experienced the team’s rise from near extinction to the 
‘80’s dominance, to the fall of the early 90’s and its return to power in 1999. Short was a 
member of the staff for three National Championship teams at the University of Miami  
(‘83, ‘89, ‘91).

Short has published two articles on equipment management in Athletic Business. He 
has also served as a speaker at three AEMA (Athletic Equipment Managers Association) 
conventions on shoulder pad fitting. He is a frequent speaker at high schools throughout 
Miami-Dade and Broward counties. He also serves on the advisory council for Schutt 
Athletic, Riddell, and World Sporting Goods.

The Miami native has one daughter, Kirsten Leigh (15).

Mike Short equipment MANAGER  

Adam Pantelakos
Assistant equipment  
MANAGER

Hunter davis
Assistant equipment  
MANAGER

Dr. Robert Klein, 
D.C. 

Dr. Bruce Fischer,  
D.C., P.A.

There is an old saying of “put your money where 
your mouth is.” Dr. Richard Staller, Florida Atlantic 
University’s 48th Football Founder, joined in head 
coach Howard Schnellenberger’s efforts to bring 
football to the FAU campus and has backed up 
his efforts by helping with the Owl Club and by 
working with the athletic training staff. He is the 

department’s first and only team dentist and has totally dedicated himself 
to making the life experience of student-athletes better, through his efforts 
to institute a custom mouth guard program for all FAU athletes as well as 
treating all other dental needs. His devotion to the program and family was 
also a perfect link when he encouraged the athletic department’s Champions 
Club to support a scholarship drive by naming a quarterback scholarship in 
honor of his father. Dr. Staller also currently serves as president of the Owl 
Club, the official booster organization of FAU Athletics.  

Dr. Staller, who currently practices in Delray Beach with his staff and three 
dental specialists, is a graduate of Villanova University  

and Temple 
University School  
of Dental Medicine. 
He is a member  
and fellow of  
many national  
and international 
organizations 
including the 
Academy of General 
Dentistry, the 
Academy of Cosmetic 
Dentistry, the 
International Congress of Oral Implantology, and the International Academy 
for Sports Dentistry. Dr. Staller is on staff at several local hospitals and 
has lectured extensively all over the United States on various dental topics 
including cosmetics, implants, reconstruction, and sports dentistry.

Richard Staller, D.D.S.  Team dentist

BRIAN REMINGTON 
Assistant STRENGTH AND 

CONDITIONING COACH

FERNANDO HURTADO 
Assistant STRENGTH AND 

CONDITIONING COACH
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FAU ARENA
FAU Arena opened its doors to women’s basketball in 1984. Men’s 
basketball and volleyball joined FAU Arena as tenants in 1988. 
The facility seats 5,000 and recently has been modernized with 
a $10 million renovation in the summer of 2007 including a new 
roof, renovated men’s and women’s locker rooms, an upgraded 
exterior and renovated lobby as well as chair back seating and 
video scoreboard was installed. In the summer of 2008, further 
renovations were put in place, including club suites to give “The 
Burrow” an exciting new feel as the programs grow in the Sun 
Belt conference.

BASEBALL STADIUM
FAU Stadium is home to one of the most respected and successful programs in recent NCAA 
baseball history. The Owls, who were ranked as high as no. 8 nationally in 1999, utilize 
both FAU Stadium and the “B” field, which is used as a practice facility. The “B” field was 
the original home of the baseball program, however with growing support FAU Stadium was 
constructed in 1991. Plans are once again in the works for a new baseball facility as part of 
Florida Atlantic’s efforts to maintain top-notch facilities. FAU Stadium features AAA baseball 
lighting and is known as the best playing surface in South Florida and in 2008 hosted the 
largest crowd in the history of the ballpark when over 2,300 fans watched FAU play no. 1 
Miami. FAU fans enjoy the beach/picnic atmosphere along the foul lines where beach chairs, 
coolers, and family fun are a staple. 

FOOTBALL PRACTICE FIELDS
Two full-sized football practice fields behind the Oxley Center are used for the Owls’ 
booming football program. They are also used by several other teams within the athletic 
department for strength training and conditioning. The field features a memorial dedicated 
to the initial program builders.

AQUATIC CENTER
The Aquatic Center features an Olympic-sized meter pool and 
is home to FAU’s men’s and women’s swimming and diving 
programs. The pool has hosted the Independent Collegiate 
Conference Swim Meet and has served as the winter training 
facility for hundreds of collegiate swimmers and features a 
diving well for one and three meter events. The dive team also 
utilizes the facilities at the Coral Springs Aquatic Center for 
platform practice and competition. 

SOFTBALL STADIUM
FAU Softball Stadium houses the most successful program in Florida Atlantic’s history. 
Through the assistance of FAU Football, Hooters, Inc, and the State of Florida Title IX 
fund, the Owls can continue their success in one of the top facilities in the country. The 
Owls, who have won 10 postseason conference championships in the past 12 years, play 
on a field lined with palm trees and a beautiful view of South Florida sunsets. The stadium 
is complete with concession stands, a press box and a covered batting cage along with 
recently remodeled dugouts and is located behind the FAU Arena.
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TRACK AND FIELD COMPLEX
FAU Track opened on January 11, 2007 and was available for immediate use by FAU’s 
indoor/outdoor track and cross country programs, as well as the entire student body. 
The $4.2 million project features FieldTurf, a surface used by the FAU football team as 

it holds nighttime practices and the Owls annual spring game 
at the complex. The FieldTurf is surrounded by an eight-lane 

track, along with four long jump pits, a high jump area 
and two pole vault pits. In 2008, the Owl track team 

hosted its first meet, and will continue to do so on 
a yearly basis. FAU Track is located directly behind 

FAU Arena and east of the softball stadium.

SOCCER CHAMPIONSHIP PLAYING FIELD
FAU Field was completed as part of a 10-year development program to create five 
on-campus soccer fields in conjunction with the Greater Boca Raton Beach Tax 
District. FAU hosted the Atlantic Sun Conference women’s soccer championship 
in 2000 and 2003 and the University has served as a practice site for several 
international teams, Team USA and the women’s soccer professional combines. 
Recently, FAU faced the Colorado Rapids and Real Salt Lake during the MLS team’s 
spring training at the FAU Soccer Complex.

TOM OXLEY ATHLETIC CENTER
Tom Oxley, a local businessman, FAU alum and avid polo enthusiast, 
stepped forward with a donation that allowed the athletic center to 
become a reality. The 54,000 square-foot, state of the art facility houses 
the football locker room, training room, weight room, meeting rooms and 
coaches’ offices. The Oxley Center also houses individual locker rooms for 
women’s track, soccer, softball and volleyball, as well as the respective 
coaches’ offices. The athletics director and administrative staff of FAU 
also call the Oxley Center home. All FAU students are welcome to use the 
computer study labs and classrooms. The facility overlooks the baseball 
“B” field, the FAU Soccer Field, FAU Softball Stadium, the Boca Raton 
Airport and two football practice fields.

TENNIS COURTS
FAU’s men’s and women’s tennis programs make use 
of two tennis facilities. The FAU courts are recently 
renovated as part of the athletic complex, with six 
lighted courts nestled next to FAU Baseball Stadium, 
the Aquatic Center, and FAU Soccer Complex. The two 
programs also utilize Patch Reef Park, a facility that 
houses 17 lighted tennis courts and locker rooms for 
both teams.

Athletic Facilities
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Michael Boele
Assoc. AD - 
Business

Keva Anderson-
Konsker

Academic Counselor

Oliver Agh
Assist. Swim

Michelle Brown
Dir. Center Academic

Excellence

John Burnside
Head Trainer

Yolanda Cole
Assist Women’s

Basketball

Joe Corozza
Assist. Football

Ken Czerniak
Sport Turf 

Management

Danielle Daniel
Assist. Business

Manager

Hunter Davis
Assist Equipment

Manager

Steve Cutcher
Football Video

Melissa Dawson
Assoc. AD-

Facilities & Oper.

Officer Edward 
Delancy

Campus Liaison

Matt DeSiderio
Football Program 

Assist.

Lou Difeo
Assist. Women’s

Basketball

Dr. Bruce Fischer
D.C., P.A.

Christine Flood
Dir. Ticket 
Operations

Amy Fortney
Men’s Basketball
Admin. Assist.

Garrick Edwards
Assist. Trainer

Johnny Frost
Assist. Football

Luis Gajardo
Assist. Men’s Soccer

Dr. Gregory J. Gilot
Team Physician

Chris Gnehm
Assist. Women’s 

Soccer

Ashley Henyan
Dive

Kirk Hoza
Assist. Football

Darryl Jackson
Assist. Football

Ed Hayward
Assoc. AD-
Compliance

Mike Jarvis, II
Assoc. Head Coach 
Men’s Basketball

Niki Jones
Assist. Swim

Shallene Joseph
Academic Counselor

Karen Kelly
Dir. of 

Compliance

Athletics 
Staff

Dr. Robert Klein
D.C., P.A.

Dexter LaMont
Assist. AD-
Marketing, 

Licen. and New 
Business Dev.

Shannon Litton
Assist. Women’s 

Basketball

Jason Jackson
Assist. Baseball

Matthew McCall
Assist. Men’s 
Basketball

Katrina McCormack
Assist. AD-Media 

Relations

Vanessa Lefton
Admission  
Coordinator

Justin Johnson
Assist. Media 

Relations

Jody Brown
Volleyball

Mary Dailey
Women’s Tennis

Kos Donev
Men’s Soccer

Brian Dooley
Women’s Soccer

Chancellor Dugan
Women’s Basketball

Steve Eckelkamp
Men’s and Women’s 
Swimming/Diving

Heather Henderson
Cheer

Mike Jarvis
Men’s Basketball

Joan Joyce
Softball and 
Women’s Golf

Dyanne Loput
Dance

Angelo Sands
Men’s Golf

Howard Schnellenberger
Football

Alex Smolka
Men’s and Women’s 

Cross Country/
Indoor and Outdoor 

Women’s Track

Brandon Stokes
Men’s Tennis

head  
coaches

John McCormack
Baseball
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Mary Wood is vice president and 
controller of AES Corporation, a 
$14 billion global power com-
pany headquartered in Arlington,  
Virginia. Her responsibilities in-
clude consolidations and external 
reporting, regional accounting, 
financial projects and policies, cor-
porate accounting and SAP project 

management. She was previously executive vice presi-
dent/CFO for DHL Express Americas, the world’s largest 
express delivery company operating in 220 countries 
and territories. She was part of the executive team 
that led DHL’s acquisition and integration of Airborne 
Express. Mary’s interest in various public causes is 
reflected in her involvement on numerous non-profit 
boards including FAU’s National Alumni Association.

FAUNAA Hall of Fame Inductee
Mary E. Wood 
BBA ’76

College of Architecture,  
Urban and Public Affairs

Mark Greenwald joined Florida’s 
Department of Juvenile Justice in 
2002 and is currently a supervisor 
in the Office of Research and Plan-
ning. He manages 19 professional  
researchers and data integrity  

officers throughout Florida and is responsible for the 
analysis, production and publication of all depart-
ment research and evaluation projects. Mark has made  
several contributions since joining the department  
including the development of the first Delinquency in  
Florida’s Schools report. His dedication to improv-
ing youth services has earned him recognition in  
the field.

Distinguished Alumni
Mark Greenwald
MJPM ’01

Dorothy F. Schmidt College of 
Arts and Letters

Linda Alley is a trial attorney 
with the law offices of Sheldon J. 
Schlesinger, P.A. She practices in 
the field of medical malpractice, 
representing those with injuries 
who need a voice. While at FAU Alley 

was a non-traditional student with a full-time job and 
children to raise. She credits FAU for supporting her 
through the process with flexible class times. She truly 
believes that without the encouragement she received 
from her FAU professors, the path to becoming a lawyer 
would have been much more difficult.

Linda A. Alley 
BA ’94

Barry Kaye College of  
Business

Robert Forde is vice president of 
sales for City Furniture, a company 
he has been a part of since 1980. 
Founded by the late Kevin Koenig, 
an FAU alumnus, and built with 
an executive team comprised of 

Robert and other FAU alumni, City Furniture is a local 
success story. A lifetime member of FAUNAA and a 
member of FAU Foundation Broward, Forde has used 
his professional position to foster a number of worthy 
causes in the community. He has coordinated, through 
City Furniture, outreach projects to such organizations 
as Habitat for Humanity, Covenant House and Alonzo 
Mourning Charities.

Robert L. Forde 
BA ’74, MBA ’79

College of Education

Louise Crocco is one of the most 
highly respected high school coach-
es in the nation. For 39 years she 
has been the volleyball coach at her 
alma mater, Cardinal Gibbons High 
School in Ft. Lauderdale. She also 
coached basketball and softball be-

fore becoming the school’s athletic director in 1981. 
Throughout her career, Louise has coached 18 state 
championship teams. Crocco was named Volleyball 
Coach of the Year by the National High School Athletic 
Coaches Association in 1988. Under her strong leader-
ship, many of Louise’s players have earned scholar-
ships in some of the most outstanding universities in 
the country.

Louise Crocco
BS ’69

College of Engineering and 
Computer Science

Richard Asher recently retired 
as the deputy director of ocean 
engineering and supervisor of 
salvage and diving in the U.S. Navy 
office known as SUPSALV. A member 
of the first graduating class of FAU’s 

department of Ocean Engineering, Asher, in his long 
and distinguished Navy career, has recovered dozens 
of aircraft as well as the space shuttle Challenger. 
He also played a major role after hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita when he mobilized and directed the largest 
salvage operation of its kind. Richard is a recipient of 
the Navy’s Distinguished Service Medal.

Richard C. Asher
BS ’67

Harriet L. Wilkes  
Honors College 

Autumn Widdoes graduated from 
the Harriet L. Wilkes Honors 
College in 2003 with a degree in 
liberal arts and a concentration 
in interdisciplinary philosophy. 
While at FAU, she co-founded 

and was the artistic director of the student-run 
theater organization, Theater in the Raw. After 
graduation she moved to London, England, where 
she worked as a producer and stage manager for 
the London theater company Chelsea Players. Now 
living in New York, Widdoes writes and directs 
plays. Her work has been staged at the Dixon Place  
Theatre in Manhattan and The Brick Theater.

Autumn S. Widdoes
BA ’03

Christine E. Lynn  
College of Nursing

Gail Mitchell is an associate profes-
sor in the School of Nursing, York 
University, Toronto, Canada and 
a visiting professor at the Poly-
technic University of Hong Kong. 
Dedicated to promoting nursing 

as a unique relationship-based and knowledge-based 
discipline, Gail is a strong proponent of the “human 
becoming” theory of nursing. Her research spans a vari-
ety of subjects with particular emphasis on Alzheimer’s 
disease, diabetes, persistent pain and loss. She has 
authored numerous publications and book chapters on 
patient-centered care and quality of life, the ethics of 
problem-based care, and the value and limitations of 
evidence-based healthcare.

Dr. Gail Mitchell 
BSN ’84

Charles E. Schmidt  
College of Science

Caula Beyl has been dean of the 
College of Agricultural Sciences and 
Natural Resources at the University 
of Tennessee since June 2007. In 
this position she has implemented 
strategies that focus on retention, 

recruitment and diversity issues. Caula began her 
career as a researcher and teacher at Alabama A&M 
University, where she remained for more than 26 
years. She has served as principal investigator or co-
investigator on 41 funded research projects in various 
areas of horticulture, stress physiology, and space 
biology. She has received numerous awards in teaching  
and research.

Dr. Caula A. Beyl
BS ’73

Honorable FAU Alumni
Congratulations to the recipients of the FAU National Alumni Association (FAUNAA) Hall of Fame and Distinguished Alumni Awards for 
2007-2008. These individuals are recognized for their outstanding accomplishments, exceptional service and commitment to their profession 
and the community.

Jared Plummer
Assist. Trainer

Todd Raasch
Assist. Volleyball

Eli Rasheed
Assist. Football

Matthew Pleskovic
Head Strength

Milorad Risdovic
Assist Grounds

Jackie Robinson
Assist. Grounds

David Serna
Assist. Fooball

Mitchell Smith
Sports Psychologist

Dr. Richard Staller
Team Dentist

Owl Club President

John Stratton
Assist. Softball

Mike Short
Head Equipment 

Manager

Betty Surman
Office Assistant

Nina Taylor
Office Manager

Football

Sean Todd
Coor. of Football 

Operations

Maryann Trapani
Administrative Asst.
Women’s Basketball

Kurt 
VanValkenburgh

Assist. HC Football

Thomas Vuicich
Assist. 

Women’s Golf

Chan Walker
Assist. Softball

John Vandevere
Director of 
Operations

Dr. David Westerdahl
Team Physician

Dale Williams
Assist. Football

Brian McNeely
Assoc. AD

Nick Mirkovich
Assist. Media

Relations

Terry Mohajir
Assoc. AD-External 

Relations

Owen McGregor
Assoc. Head Coach 

Track

Gary Nord
Assist. Football

Brian O’Hara
Academic Counselor

Adam Pantelakos
Assist. Equipment 

Manager

George Paskov
Assist. Grounds

Athletics Staff
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Tommy Murphy, 
Los Angeles Angels

Carmen Cali, 
St. Louis Cardinals

Jeff Fiorentino, Baltimore Orioles

Playing Professionally 2008owls
Athlete	S port and Year(s) at FAU	 Professional Organization
Nick Arata	 Baseball ’06-’08	 Washington Nationals 
Randy Beam	 Baseball ’03-‘04	 Boston Red Sox 
Jeff Beliveau	 Baseball ’08	 Chicago Cubs
Mike Bell	 Men’s Basketball ’03-’04	 International Basketball (Turkey)
L.J. Biernbaum	 Baseball ’99-‘02	 Independent
Denise Brolly	 Women’s Soccer ’03-‘05	 Scotland World Cup
Raheem Brown	 Men’s Basketball ’00-’01	 International – Basketball 
Carmen Cali	 Baseball ’98-‘00	 Minnesota Twins
Jessica Carefiello	 Women’s Golf ’02-’05	 Futures Tour 
Daniel Cook	 Baseball ’05-’08	 San Francisco Giants 
Brandon Cooney	 Baseball ’06-’07	 Baltimore Orioles
Danny Core	 Baseball ’00-‘03	 International - Taiwan 
Jeff Fiorentino	 Baseball ’02-‘04	 Baltimore Orioles
Mandi Fishback	 Softball ‘06-’07	 International - Holland
Ann Frazier	 Women’s Golf ’03-’04	 Futures Tour
Candice Freel	 Softball ’02-’05	 International - Holland
Lawrence Gordon	 Football ’02-’05	 CFL
Tim Harikkala	 Baseball ’92	 International - Taiwan
Andrew Helm	 Men’s Soccer ’05	 Chivas USA (MLS)
Dan Jackson	 Baseball ’99-‘00	 Independent 
Rhonda Jones	 Women’s Soccer ’00-‘03	 Scotland World Cup
Zuzanna Kamasova	 Women’s Golf ’00-’01	 European Tour
Steve LeBrun	 Men’s Golf	 Nation Wide Tour
Jenna Lopez	 Softball ’04-’07	 Brakettes
Justin Martin	 Baseball ’04-’07	 Baltimore Orioles
Pam Mazzarella	 Softball ’02-’05	 International - Italy
Mike McBryde	 Baseball ’04-’06	 San Francisco Giants 
Mike McKenna	 Baseball ’05-’08	 Tampa Bay Rays
Tim McNab	 Baseball ’01-’02	 New York Mets
Todd Moser	 Baseball ’98-’99	 International - Taiwan
Tommy Murphy	 Baseball ’98-‘00	 Washington Nationals
Jen Musillo	 Softball ’06-’07	 International - Italy
Cecilia Lungren	 Women’s Golf ’94-’97	 European Tour
Nick Neuman	 Men’s Basketball ’00-‘02	 Portugal 
Michael Obradovich	 Baseball ’07-’08	 New York Yankees
Matt O’Brien	 Baseball ’01-‘04	 Detroit Tigers
Christian Paiz	 Men’s Tennis ’01-’04	 Professional Tennis and 10-0 Davis Cup
Matt Pali	 Baseball ’02-‘03	 Independent	
Justin Phillabum	 Baseball ’07	 Washington Nationals
Callie Piper	 Softball ’00-’04	 Brakettes
Chris Salberg	 Baseball ’05-’07	 Baltimore Orioles
Joel Schmal	 Baseball ’06-’07	 Independent 
Alex Silversmith	 Baseball ’06-’08	 LA Angels 
Mickey Storey 	 Baseball ’05-’08	 Oakland Athletics
Marja Valkeavuori	 Volleyball ‘’01	 Finland Professional League
Robbie Widlansky	 Baseball ’04-’07	 Baltimore Orioles
Shontavia Williams	 Women’s Basketball ’02-’06	 GermanyJen Musillo

FAU All-Americans
Dan Sheffler	 Golf	 1976-77
Whitney Kraft	 Tennis	 1982-83
Keith Foley	 Baseball	 1983-84
Mike Ryan	 Baseball	 1984-85
Kris Hnat	 Golf	 1984-85
Bob Mucha	 Golf	 1984-85
Karen Gray	 Golf	 1984-86
Andrea Cox	 Tennis	 1984-85
Suzette Brinkerhoff	 Diving (1 meter)	 1984-86
Bev Cox	 Swimming (100 fly, 500 free)	 1985-86
Per Segerstrom	 Golf	 1985-86
Scott Hay	 Baseball	 1986
Laurence Bensimon	 Swimming (500 free, 1650 free, 
	 200 free, 200 butterfly)	 1986-87
Carol Gushwa	 Swimming (Relay)	 1986-87
Laurence Bensimon
Jamie Herrington
Tracey Hughes
Tracey Hughes   	 Swimming (Relay)	 1986-87
Isabel Lardizabal 
Laurence Bensimon 
Carol Gushwa	  	    
Jamie Herrington	 Swimming	 1986-87
Jack Penrod	 Baseball	 1987-88
Karen Kuether	 Swimming 200 IM	 1988-89
Jamie Herrington	 Swimming	 1989
Karen Kuether	 Swimming 400 IM	 1989-90
Cynthia Viteri 	 Swimming (200 Yard Relay)	 1990-91
Wendy Safford 
Karen Brewer 
Kelly Wilson 
Neomi Lung	 Swimming (400 IM, 200 breast)	 1991
Martina Schmidt	 Tennis	 1992
Kelly Wilson        	 Swimming (Relay)	 1992
Wendy Safford
Noemi Lung
Kelly Rawding 
 
Nadia Kruger    	 Swimming (Relay)	 1990-91
Noemi Lung
Cynthia Viteri
Kelly Wilson
Karen Kuether	 Swimming (Relay)	 1992
Cheryl Barhydt
Noemi Lung
Wendy Safford	
Nadia Kruger	 Swimming (400 yard IM,	   		
	 200 Butterfly, 500 free) 	 1990-91
Karen Brewer	 Swimming (100 yard breast)	 1990-91
Karen Kuether	 Swimming (1650 free, 400 IM, 
	 200 yard butterfly, 500 free)	 1990-91
Wendy Safford	 Swimming (200 yard free,
	 200 back)	 1992
Nadia Kruger 	 Swimming (800 Yard Relay) 	 1989-90
Noemi Lung
Karen Kuether
Wendy Safford
Carol Gushwa  	 Swimming– 800 Yard Relay 	 1990-91
Cheryl Barhydt
Wendy Safford
Karen Kuether
Nadia Kruger	 Swimming 400 Yard Relay	 1990-91
Karen Kuether
Noemi Lung
Wendy Safford
Hillary White	 Swimming (100 yard breast)	 1989-90
Cheryl Barhydt	 Swimming (400 yard IM)	 1990-91
Wendy Safford	 Swimming (2)	 1990-92
Cheryl Barhydt	 Swimming (1650 yard free 2)	 1990-92
Karen Brewer	 Swimming	 1990-92
Kathryn Yarnall	 Swimming	 1992
Kelly Rawding	 Swimming	 1992
Kelly Wilson	 Swimming	 1992
Catherine Frins	 Diving	 1993
Michelle Quin	 Diving	 1993
Jessica Humble	 Swimming	 1993

Greg Reese	 Swimming	 1993
Kathryn Yarnall	 Swimming 200 Medley Relay	 1993
Wendy Safford
Alison Lupoli
Noemi Lung	
Yolanda Griffith	 Basketball	 1992-93
Noemi Lung 	 Swimming 400 Medley Relay	 1993
Alison Lupoli,
Jessica Humble,
Kathryn Yarnall
Michael Kjaerulff 	 Swimming 200 Medley Relay	 1993
Casey Bell
Greg Reese
John Kjaerulff
Thomas Bisano	 Swimming (Relay)	 1993
Greg Reese
Michael Kjaerulff
John Kjaerulff
Bridget Bowman	 Swimming	 1993
Rich Engel	 Diving	 1993
Greg Reese	 Swimming	 1993
Kevin Connacher	 Baseball	 1994
Todd Moser	 Baseball	 1999
Dan Jackson	 Baseball	 1999
Dickie Hart	 Baseball	 1999
Rusty Brown	 Baseball	 2001
Chris Pillsbury	 Baseball	 2001
Nikki Myers	 Softball	 2001
Nikki Myers 	 Softball	 2002
Jeff Fiorentino	 Baseball	 2002
Derek Hutton	 Baseball	 2002
Tim Mascia	 Baseball	 2003
Randy Beam	 Baseball	 2003
Jeff Fiorentino	 Baseball	 2004
Iana Andonova	 Volleyball	 2004
Kelly Paiva	 Volleyball	 2005
Mickey Storey	 Baseball	 2005
Ellie Weberg	 Swimming (100 Breast)	 2007
Ellie Weberg	 Swimming (200 Breast)	 2007
Robbie Widlansky	 Baseball	 2007 
Mike McKenna	 Baseball	 2008

Andrea Cox, Tennis

Nadia Kruger, Swimming

Per Segerstrom, Golf Todd Moser, Baseball

Keith Foley, Baseball


